
Senator Paul Simon Water for the World Act 
Key Facts 

 

• It simply modifies an existing bipartisan law, the Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act of 
2005 (championed then by Republican Senator Bill Frist and Representative Henry Hyde) to help the 
US more effectively and cost efficiently deliver sustainable clean water and sanitation assistance. It 
has already saved millions of lives.  

THE BILL AUTHORIZES ZERO DOLLARS IN NEW FUNDING – NOT A DIME.  

• That law already receives considerable funding every year, as do other water programs – this bill 
simply provides a more targeted goal and improved USAID and State Department capacity to use 
that money for clean water and sanitation for the world’s poor.  

• It has a six year timeline to meet its goal, after which the costs will not reoccur.  
• For every $1 invested in safe drinking water and sanitation, an estimated $8 is saved in work time, 

productivity and health care costs in poor countries.  
 

• The Senate bill has broad bipartisan support, and was introduced by Senators Durbin (D-IL), Corker 
(R-TN), Reid (D-NV), Roberts (R-KS), Cardin (D-MD), Isakson (R-GA), and Leahy (D-VT). 

THE BILL PASSED THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE AND THE FULL 
SENATE UNANIMOUSLY LAST CONGRESS.  

• It brings clean water and sanitation to the world’s poor more cost effectively – stretching existing 
foreign aid dollars further.  

• Lead Senate Republican sponsor Bob Corker points out, “I’m a fiscal conservative and want to see 
each of our foreign aid dollars go as far as possible, and I believe water is one of the wisest places we 
can invest.”  

 

• Almost one billion people still lack access to safe drinking water and two billion do not have 
access to basic sanitation services.  

FOCUSING ON WATER USES LIMITED DEVELOPMENT RESOURCES MOST COST 
EFFICIENTLY  

• Water will be one of the world’s most pressing problems over the next century and further 
contribute to instability within and between nations (i.e. a root of the Darfur conflict).  

• Sick children miss nearly 300 million school days a year from water-related causes, and an estimated 
320 million productive work days are lost to illness -- with much of the burden carried by girls and 
women. 

• In the developing world, water-related diseases kill 5,000 children every day.  
• The bill emphasizes building sustainable expertise within high priority countries.  
• It also includes a 25% nonfederal fund cost share provision to leverage philanthropic and other donor 

support for the programs.   
• Lead Senate Democratic sponsor Dick Durbin notes, “Water access is no longer simply a global health 

and development issue; it is a mortal and long-term threat that is increasingly becoming a national 
security issue. The United States needs to do much more to ensure that global water access is 
protected and expanded.”  

 


